Grad School Applications

Jan.—Mar.

eReflect on your career goals

*Meet with your advisor to
discuss if grad school fits with
your goals

April
eResearch programs that align

with your goals

eFollow the “How to Research
Grad School” guide

May

e|dentify program requirements

*Create a spreadsheet to track
the information you gather on
each program

v

June

eEmail program directors and
faculty

eSchedule campus visits

eTalk with students in the
program to get their take

July

eNarrow application list to top
programs

eTake entrance exam, if required

August

eUpdate spreadsheet with
requirements for top programs

eNote application requirements
and deadlines

v

Sept.

eGather transcripts and request
letters of recommendation

¢Draft resumes, personal
statements, and other required
documents
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Oct.-Nov.

¢ Ask faculty and mentors for
help editing applications
materials

Dec.-Jan.

eComplete and submit your
applications

Personal Statement:

*An essay outlining your goals, experiences, and why you’re a good fit for
the program.

Curriculum Vitae (CV):

*A detailed account of your academic experiences and professional history.

A brief outline of your professional experience, education, skills

Writing Sample:

¢ A strong example of your academic, research-based writing (usually 10-12
pages).

Transcripts:

e Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended.

Letters of Recommendation:

eLetters from professors or professionals who can speak to your
qualifications.

Test Scores:

*GRE, GMAT, LSAT, or other entrance exam, if required.
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Grad School Prep Resources

Pre-Professional Career Services LAAC Online Database Search

Advisement e Careers.byu.edu e Liberalarts.byu.edu e Peterson’s Guide to Grad

e ppa.byu.edu ¢ Grad school fairs, career e Grad school exploration, Nelglele]
« For pre-health professions, pre- exploration resources connecting career goals to e Search from programs by type,
law, pre-MBA students possible grad programs location, or other details

BYU Test Prep GRE LSAC

e Testprep.byu.edu e ets.org/GRE ¢ | SAC.org

¢ | SAT, GRE, GMAT, MCAT, DAT ¢ Information about the GRE, e Law school information, LSAT
test prep resources, test sign information, LSAT prep
ups resources
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How to Research Grad School

Online
Databases

Attend Info

) Network
Sessions

e Talk to faculty and other
professionals

e Talk to students, alumni,
and faculty mentors of
your programs of choice to
get insider perspectives on
programs

e Go to grad school fairs and e Use credible grad school
information sessions to databases to research
learn about your program programs and check
options accreditation status
e Go straight to programs’
websites to learn about

program stats
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Create a
Spreadsheet

e Use a template for creating
a research spreadsheet

e Find a template at
liberalarts.byu.edu
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Is Grad School Right for Me?

* Consider your career
goals

* |dentify what you
hope to gain from a
graduate program

* Research grad
programs that will
move you toward
those goals

* If you want a
research-based
program, identify your
areas of interest
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* Talk to people in your
chosen career field.
*Did they go to grad
school? What degree
did they get?

*When did they go to
grad school?

Self-Reflection Current Professionals Faculty Perspective

e Discuss your career
interests with faculty

e Get recommendations
of programs they
think fit your interests
and goals

e Ask about their career
and grad school
journey

e Ask questions about
different types of grad
school programs

¢ Discuss experiences
you can have to
prepare for grad
school

e Learn about campus
resources that can
help you prepare for
grad school
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